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1852   Sand River Convention recognized Boer independence  in
the Transvaal.
1555   Cape Colony Constitution Ordinance promulgated.
1854    Orange Free State and the Transvaal   became   indepen-
dent   following   Bloemfontein   Convention.    Municipalities
of Durban and Pietermaritzburg set up.
1855   Natal unsuccessfully petitioned  the  Queen for import of
convict labour.
1856   Natal   given   representative   government   and   parliamen-
tary franchise, with the status of a Crown  Colony  and a
Legislative Council with elected majority.   High property
qualification debarred Natives from the vote.
1857   Natal Supreme Court reconstituted and trial by jury   in
indictable offences instituted.   Legislative Council met for
first time at Pietermaritzburg.
1858    Natal attempt to introduce Amatonga tribesmen as  labour
failed.    Chinese   and   Malay   labourers   introduced    from
Java. Approach to Government of India met with success.
1859    Natal Legislative Council passed law for importing  Indian
labour.
1860    First batch of Indian indentured labourers from Madras^
to work on sugar plantations of Natal, set foot on   South
African soil.
1866   Number of Indian indentured labourers in Natal reached
5,000.
1868   Basutoland annexed to the British Crown.
1869    Diamond fields discovered in Free State.
1870    Diamonds discovered at Kimberley.
Law 2 of 1870 passed to permit land being offered to in-
denture-expired labourers in Natal.
Basutoland partitioned between the Crown and Free State.
1872   Full responsible government established in Cape   Colony.
1876   Native Affairs Commission gave Executive  greater powers
over the Natives. Pretoria founded.
Resumption of import of Indian labour, for railway  cons-
truction   and  harbour  improvement.
1877   The Transvaal annexed.
1878    Kruger sailed for England to seek withdrawal of British
annexation of the Transvaal,